
Mr. Saccullo 
Ms. Hughes 
8th Grade Social Studies 

The Roaring Twenties: 
Return to Normalcy 

 In the summer of 1920, Republican party bosses chose Senator Warren G. Harding as their nominee for presi-
dent. Sensing Americas longing for calm and stability after decades of progressive reform and world war, Harding de-
clared in his campaign that “America’s present need is not heroics, but healing.” Harding promised a “Return to Nor-
malcy” What Harding meant by normalcy was not really clear, but the word sounded reassuring to Americans who 
wanted and end to foreign involvement and domestic unrest.  

Teapot Dome 
Scandal 

Read The Ohio Gang page 705 and answer  the following question: 

1. What was the problem with the people appointed by Harding in his administration?  

 

 

The Teapot Dome Scandal was an oil reserve scandal during the 1920’s. It involved a secret leasing of naval oil reserve lands to 
private companies. The Teapot Dome oil field, where people got their oil, was in Wyoming. It was called the Teapot Dome be-
cause of a rock nearby that looked like a teapot. 
In 1922 Fall secretly leased government oil reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming, Fall got $400,000 from the oilmen. In 1924, it 
was revealed to the public that Albert B. Fall had put a lease on the Teapot Dome. Fall was convicted of bribery and sent to 
prison. The scandal became a symbol of the corruption in the Harding administration and of government corruption and scandal 
in general.  

2. Read the information above and examine the political cartoon. What is the main idea of the political cartoon?  

 

 



The Great Migration 

Jacob Lawrence, 
The Migration of the Negro, Panel 1, 1940-1941 Jacob Lawrence, 

The Migration of the Negro, Panel 15, 1940-1941 

Jacob Lawrence, 
The Migration of the Negro, Panel 3, 1940-1941 

One could say Jacob Lawrence would never have become 
a painter if he had not been a troublemaker first. His 
mother wanted him off the streets, so she enrolled him in 
an after-school arts program. The teacher there saw Law-
rence's talent, and encouraged him to pursue an art ca-
reer. Lawrence fell in love with creating art, and created 
paintings that focused on important parts of African 
American history. One example of this is Migration of the 
Negro, one of Lawrence's most famous works. He com-
pleted it in 1941 at the age of 24. It is a series of paintings 
representing the "Great Migration," the massive movement 
of African Americans from the rural South into the urban 
North that began in the 1910s.  
 
One of Lawrence's signature styles is his use of vivid and 
bold colors. Lawrence received a lot of praise for both the 
historical content and artistic style of his work, and was 
the first black artist to receive lasting public and critical 
recognition in the United States. His murals can still be 
seen in subway stations, building entries and, of course, 
museums all over the country.  



Foreign Policy:A Return to Isolationism 

3. Why did the Kellogg-Briand Pact prove to be ineffective? 

 

 

Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and Frank B. Kellogg, standing, with repre-
sentatives of the governments who have ratified the Treaty for Renunciation 
of War (Kellogg-Briand Pact), in the East Room of the White House 

4. Why did Americans support a return to isolationism as U.S. foreign policy in the 1920s? 
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