
Lesson Three Questions  

1. The creation of the Virginia House of Burgesses was 

an important step in the development of democracy in 

colonial America because it 

(1) adopted a bill of rights for women 

(2) allowed citizens to vote directly on proposed laws 

(3) provided the first written constitution 

(4) established a representative form of government 

2. The Constitution of the United States was 

considered an improvement over the Articles of Confed-

eration because the Constitution changed the 

(1) status of slavery 

(2) civil rights of minorities 

(3) number of Americans eligible to vote 

(4) balance of power between national and state govern-

ments 

3. Which provision was included in the United States 

Constitution to allow it to adapt to changing times? 

(1) separation of powers 

(2) an electoral college 

(3) a federal system 

(4) an amendment process 

4. The authors of the United States Constitution included 

a system of checks and balances to 

(1) prevent any one branch of government from control-

ling the other branches 

(2) protect states against the power of the 

national government 

(3) guarantee respect for the freedoms listed in the Bill of 

Rights 

(4) safeguard the United States against foreign attacks 

5. Which land acquisition added the most territory 

to the United States? 

(1) annexation of Texas 

(2) purchase of Florida 

(3) treaty for Oregon 

(4) Louisiana Purchase 

6. Before 1820, most factories and mills in the United 

States were powered by 

(1) oil   (3) electricity 

(2) water  (4) coal 

7. Which development led to the other three? 

(1) United States troops fought a series of battles with 

Native American Indians. 

(2) The buffalo population was greatly decreased. 

(3) Thousands of settlers migrated west of the Missis-

sippi River. 

(4) Native American Indians were forced to move to res-

ervations. 

Debate over Ratification of the United States Consti-

tution 

Speaker A: ñOur liberty depends on guaranteed individ-

ual rights. Citizens with these rights will be 

able to make decisions for the good of the whole nation.ò 

Speaker B: ñI admire your optimism; however, only a 

well-educated group of elected officials 

should be trusted to make decisions for the good of all.ò 

Speaker A: ñWe must not allow the rule of a few privi-

leged officials to overpower the will of average 

citizens.ò 

Speaker B: ñA strong central government, composed of 

elected officials, will be acting in the best 

interests of all citizens.ò 

Speaker A: ñI fear you are ignoring the needs of the peo-

ple. There must be a guarantee that the 

freedoms of citizens will not be trampled over by a 

strong national government.ò 

8. In this debate between Speaker A and Speaker B, 

Speaker A would most likely agree that the leaders of the 

nation should 

(1) establish a monarchy 

(2) add a bill of rights to the Constitution 

(3) increase the power of the federal government 

(4) limit the right to vote to property owners 

9. Delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 

wrote a new constitution because 

(1) the Revolutionary War was over 

(2) the Articles of Confederation were about to expire 

(3) they wanted to increase the power of the states 

(4) they believed that a stronger central government was 

necessary 



10. Many of the settlers of the original thirteen colonies 

had experienced religious discrimination in Europe. This 

situation influenced the authors of the United States Con-

stitution to establish 

(1) separation of church and state 

(2) the right to bear arms 

(3) freedom to petition the government 

(4) freedom from cruel and unusual punishment 

Å The president appoints new members to the Su-

preme Court. 

Å The Senate must approve presidential 

appointments to the Supreme Court. 

Å The Supreme Court can declare laws made by 

Congress unconstitutional. 

 

11. Which constitutional principle do these statements 

illustrate? 

(1) flexibility 

(2) federalism 

(3) checks and balances 

(4) federal supremacy 

12. Eli Whitney and Samuel Slater were important to the 

early Industrial Revolution in the United States because 

they 

(1) developed new methods of manufacturing 

(2) invented new forms of transportation 

(3) built machines powered by steam 

(4) improved techniques in the production of steel 

13. What was the main purpose of the Mayflower Com-

pact? 

(1) to establish freedom of religion in the colony 

(2) to ensure obedience to the king of England 

(3) to provide a new chance for debtors and 

criminals 

(4) to create a government that would benefit 

the colony 

14. The New York State Constitution, adopted in 1777, 

was important because it 

(1) inspired the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence 

(2) maintained British influence in the State 

(3) served as a model for the Constitution of 

the United States 

(4) gave all adult males the right to vote 

15. Delegates at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 

agreed to the Three-Fifths Compromise as a way to 

(1) limit the power of the president 

(2) provide legal rights for women 

(3) settle differences over representation in 

Congress 

(4) establish term lengths for senators 

16. The Preamble of the United States Constitution says 

that the power to govern originates with the 

(1) states  (3) Supreme Court 

(2) president  (4) people 

17. During the struggle over ratification of the 

Constitution, Federalists and Anti-federalists 

disagreed mainly over the 

(1) wisdom of maintaining friendship with England 

(2) need for the continuation of slavery 

(3) election of George Washington as the first 

president 

(4) division of power between the national 

government and the states 

18. Which statement illustrates the system of 

checks and balances at work? 

(1) The president sends American troops on a 

peacekeeping mission to Europe. 

(2) Congress passes a law regulating the sale of hand-

guns. 

(3) The Senate refuses to approve the presidentôs choice 

for a Supreme Court justice. 

(4) The governor of New York discusses policy with the 

president. 

19. President Thomas Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark 

into the newly acquired Louisiana Territory primarily to 

(1) explore and map the region 

(2) search for gold and other valuable mineral 

deposits 

(3) improve relations with Native American Indians 

(4) force British and Spanish settlers out of the territory 

20.  In the 1840s, Seneca Falls, New York became the 

center of the movement for 

(1) womenôs rights 

(2) temperance reform 

(3) labor union organization 

(4) statesô rights 



21. During the first half of the 19th century, the abolition 

movement worked to 

(1) end slavery 

(2) promote the civil service system 

(3) establish free public schools 

(4) limit consumption of alcoholic beverages 

Base your answers to questions 22 and 23 on the state-

ments below and on your knowledge of social studies. 

Speaker A: ñThe president does not like the law Congress 

is voting on. He does not 

think it is the right thing for the government 

to do.ò 

Speaker B: ñIf the president really wants to stop the law, 

he has the power to do so.ò 

Speaker C: ñEven if the president does stop the law, Con-

gress can still have its way if 

two-thirds of the members are willing 

to vote for it.ò 

Speaker D: ñCongress may get its way, but the president 

is confident that when the 

law is heard by the Supreme Court, it 

will be declared unconstitutional.ò 
 

22.  Which congressional power is referred to by Speaker 

C? 

(1) veto  (3) judicial review 

(2) override  (4) impeachment 

23. Speaker D is referring to which constitutional princi-

ple? 

(1) veto  (3) judicial review 

(2) override  (4) impeachment 

24. At the Constitutional Convention, the Great Compro-

mise settled the dispute over 

(1) representation in Congress 

(2) the issue of slavery 

(3) the presidential veto power 

(4) judicial review 

25. ñThe Cherokees are nearly all prisoners. They have 

been dragged from their homes and encamped at the forts 

and military places, all over the nation. . . . The property 

of many has been taken and sold before their eyes for al-

most nothing.ò 

 

This quotation from an eyewitness on the Trail of Tears 

describes events connected with the 

(1) Battle of Little Big Horn 

(2) Dawes Act 

(3) Lewis and Clark Expedition 

(4) Indian Removal Act 

26. During the first part of the 19th century, differences 

between the North, South, and West led to 

(1) sectionalism (3) federalism 

(2) isolationism (4) mercantilism 

27. By which process can the United States 

Constitution be changed? 

(1) veto   (3) resolution 

(2) amendment  (4) legislative hearing 

28. Which part of the federal government is most like the 

New York State Assembly? 

(1) cabinet 

(2) Supreme Court 

(3) House of Representatives 

(4) Treasury Department 

Å Congress could not levy and collect taxes. 

Å Congress could not regulate interstate or foreign trade. 

Å There was no national court system to settle 

disputes. 

Å The thirteen separate states lacked national unity. 

 

29. Which document is characterized by these 

statements? 

(1) Articles of Confederation 

(2) Federalist Papers 

(3) Northwest Ordinance 

(4) United States Constitution 

30. Supreme Court decisions based on First 

Amendment issues usually involve the 

(1) rights of individuals 

(2) control of big business 

(3) collection of taxes on income 

(4) corruption in government 

31. The case Marbury v. Madison was a landmark Su-

preme Court decision because it 

(1) established the power of the Supreme 

Court to declare a law unconstitutional 

(2) increased the power of the Federalists in 

the legislative branch 

(3) resulted in an increase in the number of 

Supreme Court justices 

(4) reinforced the power of the president as 

commander in chief 




