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Origins of the Cold War  

Essential Questions 

Chapter 27 Section 1 

1. Explain the results of the agreement reached at the Yalta Conference by the Allied leaders. 

2. Explain what Churchill meant when he said “an iron curtain has descended on Europe”. 

3. What was the main idea of George F. Kennan’s policy of containment? How did Truman implement that policy? 

4. Compare and contrast the Marshall Plan that followed WWII to the Treaty of Versailles? 

5. In detail explain the crisis that occurred in Berlin in 1948. What was Truman’s response to that crisis? 

6. Explain how the two cold war military alliances in Europe worked in an effort to prevent a future war. 

7. Explain the division of Palestine and the reasoning behind the creation of the state of Israel. (do some outside research) 

8. Explain the roles of Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek in the communist revolution in China. Give details about the results 

of that revolution. 

Chapter 27 Section 3 

1. Give a one—two page summary essay of the events leading to and the aftermath of the Korean War. Include: 

 General Douglas McArthur 

 The role of the United Nations 

 China’s role in the war. 

 McArthur’s ideas of attacking China and Truman’s response, 

 Stalemate and the demilitarized zone. 

Chapter 27 Section 2 

1. Explain how the rationing of goods during WWII led to inflation in the post-war U.S. 

2. Explain in details the various provisions of the National Security Act and the formation of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

3. Discuss the results of the election of 1948 and the Chicago Daily Tribune headline “Dewey Defeats Truman”/ 

4. Explain Truman’s civil rights policy and accomplishments. 

Chapter 27 Section 4 

1. Give a one-two page summary essay of the events surrounding the red scare. Include: 

 McCarran Act 

 House Un-American Activities Committee  

 Whittaker Chambers, Alger Hiss and Ethel and Julius Rosenberg 

 Senator Joseph McCarthy 

 McCarthyism and the congressional hearings. 

 Richard Nixon 

 Margaret Chase Smith 

 McCarthy’s downfall 


