Mr. Saccullo
8th Grade Social Studies

Practice Assessment

Civil War and Reconstruction

1. Which reference is a primary source document
of the Civil War?
(1) an encyclopedia article about the North’s
advantages over the South
(2) a biography of General Ulysses S. Grant
(3) a battlefield map drawn by a soldier serving
at the Battle of Gettysburg
(4) a book on the effects of the Civil War on the South
2. The term carpetbaggers was used during
Reconstruction to describe
(1) Southern whites who supported Radical
Republican programs
(2) African Americans who gained control of former
Southern plantations
(3) Northerners who moved to the South seeking personal gain
(4) formerly enslaved African Americans who
moved to the West
3. Which change occurred in Southern agriculture
in the years following the Civil War?
(1) Many formerly enslaved persons became
sharecroppers.
(2) Subsistence farming became illegal.
(3) Cotton production ended.
(4) Most small farms were joined into large plantations.
4. Poll taxes, literacy tests, and the grandfather
clause were all created during the late 1800s to
restrict the voting rights of
(1) Native American Indians
(2) women
(3) immigrants
(4) African Americans
5. Which Civil War event occurred first?
(1) battle of Gettysburg
(2) firing on Fort Sumter
(3) assassination of President Lincoln
(4) Emancipation Proclamation

6. The constitutional amendments adopted during
the Reconstruction period dealt primarily with
the
(1) method of choosing United States senators
(2) expansion of the rights of African Americans
(3) prohibition of the sale of alcoholic beverages
(4) extension of voting rights to women
WWI

• Germany had to accept blame for war in Europe.
• Germany had to pay war reparations to European nations.
• Germany had to disarm and reduce its military forces.
7. Which document imposed these punishments on
Germany after World War I?
(1) Roosevelt Corollary
(2) Yalta Agreement
(3) Fourteen Points
(4) Treaty of Versailles
8. The United States was drawn into World War I
mainly because of
(1) exaggerated stories by yellow journalists
(2) the unrestricted use of submarine warfare
(3) a direct attack on an American military base
(4) commitments made to the United Nations
9. Which heading best completes the partial outline below?

(1) Causes of World War I
(2) Causes of the Civil War
(3) Effects of the Monroe Doctrine
(4) Effects of the Good Neighbor Policy

WWI

Roaring Twenties

10. President Woodrow Wilson wanted to form the
League of Nations to
(1) prevent future wars
(2) create a world trade organization
(3) develop military plans to win World War I
(4) convince other nations to support the United
States in World War I

15. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s influenced
American society by
(1) ending racial segregation of public facilities
(2) increasing awareness of African American
contributions to American culture
(3) encouraging urban renewal projects in major
American cities
(4) establishing government programs to assist
African Americans

11. Which source of information is a primary source
on trench warfare during World War I?
(1) a novel about World War I
(2) a textbook map showing World War I
battlefields
(3) an encyclopedia article about World War I
(4) a diary kept by a soldier fighting on the western
front during World War I
12. Senate opposition to United States membership
in the League of Nations was based mainly on
the
(1) fear that the United States would be forced
to pay most of the costs of League operations
(2) belief that League decisions would involve
the United States in foreign conflicts
(3) demand by President Woodrow Wilson that
the nation not join the League
(4) assumption that the League would ask the
United States to reduce the size of its army
13. In 1914, fighting increased rapidly from a local
conflict in Europe to a world war because
(1) several nations had colonies in the region
(2) southeastern Europe was a major oil producing
area
(3) powerful nations had opposing alliances
(4) the League of Nations failed in its efforts to
achieve a cease-fire
14. Imperialism was a cause of World War I mainly
because it
(1) encouraged nations to establish trade relations
(2) created conflicts between nations over
colonies
(3) supported military dictators throughout Europe
(4) discouraged participation in the League of
Nations

16. The quota system, established as part of United
States immigration policy in the 1920s, was
mainly designed to
(1) limit the number of immigrants from certain
nations
(2) increase the total number of immigrants
(3) allow an equal number of immigrants from
every country
(4) attract skilled workers and business investors
17. Which feature of the Harlem Renaissance best
reflects the image of the Roaring Twenties?
(1) demands for equal civil rights
(2) concerns for economic prosperity
(3) expression through jazz and dance
(4) calls to eliminate racial prejudice
18. The main objective of the quota system
established by the immigration laws of the 1920s
was to
(1) prevent illegal immigration
(2) reduce the number of immigrants from
certain nations
(3) encourage immigration of the wealthy and
educated
(4) admit persons who were previously banned
from immigrating
19. Much of the economic growth of the 1920s was
created by
(1) rapid expansion of canal systems
(2) increased government aid to farmers
(3) sales of new consumer goods
(4) government spending on defense

Roaring
Twenties

20. This poem, written during the Harlem
Renaissance, was most likely meant to encourage
African Americans to
(1) flee from slavery
(2) accept racial segregation
(3) look to the future
(4) deal with the Great Depression
21. Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Bessie
Smith made significant contributions to the
Harlem Renaissance in the field of
(1) music
(3) poetry
(2) painting (4) sculpture
22. What was one effect of the Harlem Renaissance?
(1) Prohibition ended for African Americans.
(2) The formation of multiracial corporations
was encouraged.
(3) African-American cultural pride flourished
in the cities.
(4) Many African-American veterans of World
War I were unemployed.
Great Depression

23. A major cause of the stock market crash of 1929
was
(1) buying stocks on margin
(2) using stock certificates as currency
(3) restricting bank loans
(4) outlawing installment buying
24. Which New Deal program still exists today?
(1) Works Progress Administration
(2) Federal Emergency Relief Administration
(3) Civilian Conservation Corps
(4) Social Security Administration

25. Some people opposed the New Deal because
they thought that
(1) it was a danger to the free-enterprise system
(2) Congress had too much power over the
president
(3) women should not be granted voting rights
(4) the Supreme Court should develop governmental
policies
26. Which heading best completes the partial outline below?

(1) Causes of the Great Depression
(2) The Rise of the Labor Movement
(3) The Gilded Age
(4) Effects of Monopolies and Trusts
27. Which New Deal law established a system of
unemployment insurance and pensions for
retired workers?
(1) Fair Labor Standards Act
(2) National Labor Relations Act
(3) National Recovery Act
(4) Social Security Act
28. In which area of the United States did the Dust
Bowl of the 1930s occur?
(1) Northeast (3) Great Plains
(2) Southeast (4) Pacific Northwest
29. One reason the stock market collapsed in
October 1929 was that
(1) many stocks had been purchased on credit
(2) the prices of most stocks were too low
(3) banks refused to loan money to purchase stocks
throughout the 1920s
(4) many companies stopped selling shares of stock

Great Depression

30. Which New Deal agency was set up to provide
unemployment insurance and pensions for
retired workers?
(1) Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)
(2) National Recovery Administration (NRA)
(3) Social Security Administration (SSA)
(4) Works Progress Administration (WPA)

35. The United Nations was created primarily to
(1) control atomic weapons
(2) promote conditions that support world peace
(3) conduct the reconstruction effort after
World War II
(4) bring democratic government to more nations
―Yesterday, December 7, 1941 — a date which will
live in infamy — . . .‖
— President Franklin D. Roosevelt

31. With which decade are these headlines most
closely associated?
(1) 1900–1910
(3) 1921–1930
(2) 1911–1920
(4) 1931–1940

36. President Roosevelt used these words to describe
the
(1) start of World War II in Europe
(2) surprise attack on Pearl Harbor
(3) D-Day invasion at Normandy
(4) dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima

WWII

32. Which statement most accurately describes how
World War II affected the home front in the
United States?
(1) Gasoline was rationed, people planted victory gardens, and more women worked in factories.
(2) American homes were bombed, factories
were closed, and food production declined.
(3) Factory production went down, women lost
rights, and Americans lost jobs.
(4) Unemployment went up, businesses overproduced,
and farms failed.
33. Which group later received an apology and
money from the federal government as a result of
their internment during World War II?
(1) German Americans
(2) Japanese Americans
(3) Mexican Americans
(4) Italian Americans
34. The Nuremberg trials following World War II
were significant because they
(1) held individuals accountable for their actions
during wartime
(2) pardoned the political leaders of Japan
(3) forced nations to pay war damages to the victors
(4) were conducted by citizens of the nations that lost the
war

37. Which event was a result of the other three?
(1) World War II
(2) signing of the Treaty of Versailles
(3) rise of dictatorships in Europe
(4) failure of the League of Nations
38. The Nuremberg trials conducted after World
War II judged individuals charged with
(1) war crimes in the Pacific
(2) extermination of Jews and other groups in
Europe
(3) the development of the atomic bomb
(4) aiding the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
(NATO’s) efforts to contain communism

39. To which 20th-century period do these headlines refer?
(1) World War I
(3) Vietnam War
(2) World War II
(4) Persian Gulf War

WWII

WWII

43. What was one way United States participation in
World War II affected the American economy?
(1) Many factories were forced out of business.
(2) Military supplies were produced instead of
some consumer goods.
(3) Imports of products from Europe significantly
increased.
(4) Shortages caused by the war contributed to
the start of the Great Depression.

40. This poster was used during World War II to
(1) promote the sale of war bonds
(2) remind citizens to conserve during the war
(3) enlist women to serve in the armed forces
(4) encourage women to seek jobs in war-related
industries

41. Which term most accurately describes the United
States actions shown in the chart?
(1) isolationism
(3) neutrality
(2) immigration
(4) intervention
42. During World War II, the federal government
reacted to shortages of various goods by
(1) raising prices to increase consumer demand
(2) rationing certain products
(3) increasing imports when shortages developed
(4) imposing a national sales tax

44. After World War II, a result of the Nuremberg
war crimes trials was that
(1) individuals were held responsible for their
acts during wartime
(2) nations were forced to pay for war damages
(3) leaders on both sides of the war were found
guilty
(4) only military leaders were accused of crimes
45. Paper drives, rationing of food and gasoline, and victory gardens were all elements of
(1) growth of industry in the late 1800s
(2) support for World War II at home
(3) post–Civil War economic growth
(4) New Deal relief programs

46. With which war are these quotations most closely
associated?
(1) Revolutionary War
(2) Civil War
(3) World War II
(4) Korean War
47. During World War II, the number of American
women working outside the home increased
greatly because
(1) large numbers of men entered military service
(2) high prices created a need for two family incomes
(3) laws ending child labor created openings
for women
(4) government regulations forced industries to
adopt hiring quotas

WWII

48. President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1940 LendLease program was created to
(1) expand New Deal programs to help sharecroppers
(2) provide war materials to the Allied powers
(3) relocate Japanese Americans
(4) establish the United Nations
49. During both World War I and World War II,
women supported the war effort by
(1) joining the infantry
(2) going to work in factories
(3) gaining the right to vote
(4) returning to college
50. President Harry Truman made the decision to
drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima because he
(1) believed America should win the war in Asia first
(2) did not want the Soviet Union to obtain
atomic technology
(3) wanted to shift focus away from economic
problems at home
(4) wanted to end the war quickly and save
American lives
50’s and Civil Rights Movement

51. What has been the primary result of the
construction of the interstate highway system of
the 1950s and 1960s?
(1) Airplane travel has decreased.
(2) Gasoline usage has decreased.
(3) Train travel has increased.
(4) Suburban areas have increased.
52. A major goal of the civil rights movement of the
1950s and 1960s was to
(1) end racial segregation
(2) reduce prejudice against immigrants
(3) reform prison conditions
(4) improve living conditions for Native American Indians

―. . . And when this happens, when we allow
freedom [to] ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city (Yes), we will be able to speed up that
day when all of God’s children, black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in
the words of the old Negro spiritual:
Free at last! (Yes) Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!‖
53. The words ―Free at last!‖ in this passage are
referring to freedom from
(1) hunger
(3) racism
(2) censorship (4) taxation
54. Which statement most clearly supports the
message of this passage?
(1) Equality and mutual respect will benefit all
Americans.
(2) African Americans are the leaders for civil rights.
(3) Freedom of religion is our most important freedom.
(4) The end of slavery is worthy of celebration.
―We will meet your physical force with soul
force. Do to us what you will and we will still
love you. . . . Bomb our homes and threaten
our homes and threaten our children, and, as
difficult as it is, we will still love you. . . .‖
55. Which person’s views are most similar to those
expressed in the quotation?
(1) President John F. Kennedy
(2) Malcolm X
(3) Martin Luther King, Jr.
(4) Senator Joseph McCarthy
56. Affirmative action programs were designed to
(1) provide equal opportunities for minorities
(2) expand voting rights for women
(3) honor treaties with Native American
Indians
(4) provide bilingual education

50’s and Civil Rights Movement

57. Harriet Tubman and Harriet Beecher Stowe were
known for their support of
(1) the Populist movement
(2) the abolitionist movement
(3) Jim Crow laws
(4) fugitive slave laws
58. One long-term result of the creation of an
interstate highway system was that it
(1) led to the passage of the GI Bill
(2) caused a decline in the automobile industry
(3) improved relations with Canada and Mexico
(4) supported the growth of American industry
59. Which method was used by Martin Luther King,
Jr., to protest social injustice?
(1) formation of Greenpeace
(2) civil disobedience
(3) armed rebellion
(4) support for a new political party
60. In the struggle for African-American civil
rights, Rosa Parks is most closely associated
with the
(1) March on Washington, D.C.
(2) voter registration drives in Mississippi
(3) bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama
(4) sit-in demonstrations in North Carolina
Cold War

61. The Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and the Truman Doctrine are examples
of United States
(1) economic policies during the Great Depression
(2) involvement in Europe after World War II
(3) civil rights efforts during the 1960s
(4) efforts to put a person on the Moon
62. The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan
were associated with efforts by the United
States to
(1) end the testing of nuclear weapons
(2) contain the spread of communism
(3) strengthen its isolationist policy
(4) punish war criminals

63. Which two nations were allies of the United
States during World War II and later became
enemies of the United States during the Cold
War?
(1) Britain and Italy
(2) Korea and Japan
(3) France and Germany
(4) China and the Soviet Union
64. A similarity between the Korean War and the
Vietnam War is that each was
(1) a reaction to attacks on American territory
(2) an effort during the Cold War to contain the
spread of communism
(3) continually supported by the American public
(4) fought by individual nations under United
Nations command
65. The Cold War developed shortly after the end of
World War II primarily because of the
(1) results of the Nuremberg trials
(2) Holocaust during World War II
(3) disputes over Japanese control of China
(4) conflicting goals of the United States and the Soviet
Union
66. The Marshall Plan provided economic aid after
World War II in order to
(1) strengthen Western European nations against communism
(2) assist soldiers returning to civilian life
(3) help Japan rebuild damage caused by the
atomic bombs
(4) raise the standard of living in Asia and Africa
67. Most historians agree that the world came closest to
nuclear war during which event?
(1) Berlin blockade
(2) Communist takeover of China
(3) Cuban missile crisis
(4) Vietnam War

Cold War

68. The Cold War developed following World War II
as a result of the
(1) renewed threats from Nazi leaders
(2) conflicts between communist and democratic
governments
(3) space race between the United States and
the Soviet Union
(4) invasion of Poland by Germany
69. In the American Revolution and in the Vietnam
War, guerrilla warfare tactics favored
(1) foreign invaders
(2) those most familiar with the land
(3) well-trained military forces
(4) troops with better military equipment

71. What reason did many Americans give for protesting
United States involvement in the Vietnam War?
(1) The government of South Vietnam did not want the
United States in the war.
(2) The Communists were never a threat to South Vietnam.
(3) The United Nations asked the United States
to stay out of the war.
(4) It was a civil war, and the United States should not
have interfered.
Modern History

72. One major way the United States economy has
changed since the 1960s is that
(1) jobs have shifted from manufacturing to
service industries
(2) the number of small farms has increased
while manufacturing has declined
(3) trade with foreign nations has decreased
(4) technology has lost its importance
73. One reason the United States fought in the
Persian Gulf War (1991) was to
(1) protect the United States supply of Middle
East oil
(2) increase food distribution in Kuwait
(3) contain the spread of communism in the
Middle East
(4) honor its commitments to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) alliance
“Finally, a . . . Winner”

70. This cartoon was published shortly after the
(1) Korean War
(2) Vietnam War
(3) Berlin airlift
(4) Cuban missile crisis

74. This newspaper headline announced the conclusion
of a controversial presidential election in
(1) 1800
(3) 1900
(2) 1860
(4) 2000

Modern History

75. Which statement most accurately expresses the
point of view of the cartoonist?
(1) The government has successfully stopped
pollution.
(2) Industrialization has caused environmental
problems.
(3) Consumer dependence on foreign oil has
decreased.
(4) Big business has been good for the American
environment.
76. The presidencies of Woodrow Wilson, Franklin
D. Roosevelt, and Harry Truman were similar in
that each president served during
(1) severe economic depressions
(2) United States participation in world wars
(3) times when women could not vote
(4) national Prohibition of alcoholic beverages

77. Which statement best expresses the main idea of this
cartoon?
(1) A course in economics is essential for finding
work.
(2) Good jobs and education are closely linked.
(3) Most skilled workers are school dropouts.
(4) Smaller classes save tax dollars.

78. The cartoonist responded to the 1997 increase
in the minimum wage by suggesting that it is
(1) likely to end the gap between the rich and
the poor
(2) inadequate to keep up with changes in the
cost of living
(3) a ladder to escape poverty
(4) the solution to the welfare system

Modern History

79. According to the cartoon, which factor is most responsible for the acid rain that falls
on the Northeast?
(1) global warming
(3) Midwest factories
(2) ocean pollution
(4) large East Coast cities
80. The cartoonist placed a ―Do Not Disturb‖ sign on Washington, D. C., to make the
point that
(1) acid rain is an international problem
(2) air pollution is also a problem in the Midwestern states
(3) northeastern states refuse to recognize the danger of air pollution
(4) the federal government has failed to deal adequately with the issue of acid rain
81.President George Bush’s decision to send
troops to the Persian Gulf region in 1990 illustrates
the president’s constitutional power as
(1) commander in chief
(2) party leader
(3) ceremonial head of state
(4) leader of the cabinet

