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HIJACKED JETS DESTROY TWIN TOWERS
AND HIT PENTAGON IN DAY OF TERROR

A CREEPING HORROR

Buildings Burn and Fall
as Onlookers Search
for Elusive Safety

By M. R. ELEINFIELEF

1 il gl Eing worin

The horror areived in o opesedic
tearsis of chilling desbeliel, signified
Trsi by irembling Moors, shasp erup-
thofid, crackid windows, Thene wal
the acneal unfashomnabde realieation
of a gaping. flaming hode in first one
od tha 1all owers, and than the iama
thing all pver again in ins iwin There
was the merciless sight of todies
helpleasly tumblog oul, seeme of
hain b e

Finally. the mighty ipwers them:
sclves ‘were reduced f0 mothing
Devie plumnes of amaske  raced
through ke downiown —ovesses,
ooursing Between ihe  buildings,
shaped ko (orpadess on ther e

Every sbund was ¢auss for slarm.
A plane appeared overbead. Was an-
wther one comnming? o, il was a fight-
oF jeil Aul wad i fricsd of enemy?
Peopile scrambled for ikeir lves, bt
they dudn't lonow wihere io po. Should
thery go nartl, south, e, wen? Sy
cutslde, go indoore™ Peopde hid be-
neails cars and each other. Some
confemplated jumping inlo the rmer

Fee \hise (rving 12 flee the very
eplcenier of the collapsing Workd
Trade Cenior towers, the mest hor-
ridd thomght of alll Finally dawned on
them: mrahere was sale

Fer meveral panic-sincken hours
weuerdday marning. peopke in Lineer
Manhaitss witnessed the inexpress:
ible, ihe incomprebensible, the un
thinkable, 1 don't know what the
Eates of el laak like, Bt ir's got 10
b Bke this” sald Jehn Maloney, o
security director fer an Internet firm
in 1he frade conter, ~0'm a comvbal
veteran, Vieinam, and [ never siw
anything like this'

The el warpings weee wmall
ones, Blocks sway, Jim Farmer, &
Tifm compeser, was having breakias
a1 a small restaurant on West Droad-
way. He Beard e sourd of & j&1, An
o sound = oo koud, it seemed, inba
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A Somber Bush
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Presidént Vows to_Exact
Punishment for ‘Evil’

Hipackers ramiimg CIICk to

center ewess yesterd fead the
smoke and beapi 1
Fentagos in \'Ilpgﬁu. full text
said thousands hod [
calamity was alremdy being ranked the worst and most audacions
terrer atock in American histery,

The steacks seemed carclully cosrdinnbid. The hijeckod plancs
were ol en route 1o Califormin, ond therefore gorged with fuel, and
their departures were spaced within an hour 2nd 8 mimutes. The first,
American Alrlines Flight 11, o Boeing 707 oul of Boston for Los
Angeles, crashed info che
north tower at B:48 am
Eightern minubes  laber,
Urnited Abrlmes Fligha 175,
alsn hdadid from Basios oo
Loz Angeles, plowed inta the
south tower.

Then an American Air-
limes Bosing 757, Flight 77,
lefi Washingion's Dulles In-
ternational Abrpori  Bound
T Liig Adigeles, bit instesd
hit the wesiern part of the
Pentagon, the  military
headguariers whene 24,000
poople work, at B:40 amm,
Fimally, Uniced Alrlimes
Flght 81, a Boeing 757 fiy- . i
ing from MNewark et San SEcoMD PLARE United Adirlines Flight 175
Francisca, crashed near nearing the trade center’s south tower.
Plieshurgh, raksing the pos
sthility that is hijackers had fadled in whatever thetr mission was.

There were nilcations that (he hijaockers on an least two of the
plames were armed wiih knives. Avceney Gensral John Asheredt told
repariers in the evening that the sespects on Flight 11 were armed
thai way. And Barbara Odson, o television commentalor who was
traveding on American Flight 77, mamaged 10 resch her hushand,
Solicitor General Theodore Qlson, by cell phane and to el bim (Bat the
hijnckers were armed with knives and o box catter.

In all, 384 people perished in the four plapes and several score
mare were known desd elewhere. Mumersas lrelighlers, palsce
alfieers and sthir Fosous workers wha respondad oo (e initinl dissstor
in Lower Mamhattan were killed or injured when the baildings col-
lapsed. Mundreds were treated for cwis, broken bones, burns and
smeke inhalarion

Bt the read camage was concealed for pow by the (wisted,
smoking, ash-choked carcasses of the iwin towers, in which thousands
ol peeople usid 16 wark on o weslday, The ellapse of i Lowers Saadod
nnather World Trade Center Building 1o (ol 7 hours bater, and sevesnl

w York's Warld Trade
\ah seori of ash, glass,
linsew ernshisd into the

Contimoed o Pagpd AT

Awaiting the Aftershocks
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A Somber Bush
Says Terrorism
Cannot Prevail

By ELISARETH EUMILLER
with DAVID E. SANGER

WASHINGTON, Sepa. 11 — Presi
dent Bush vowed tonight o retalinle
apains [hose responiible Tor oday™s
meseks om New Yoek and Washing-
1on, declaring thar he would *make
ne diesd incilon ‘befween the ferrorisis
wha commiited these pets and Bose
whio harbsr them."

“These i ol mass murder were
imiended 10 frighiess our nalion inio
chais and retrem, Butl Buavire
Tatied,™ the president sakd i his firss
sprech S0 the sation from the Cval
Ofice, (s country i streng, Ter-
TOFist BCTs can shake (e Soundation
of our biggest bulbdings, but they
cannid tiach the lnindation of Amer-
lea"

Hiz specch came afier o day of
\rauma Ikt seoms destined (o dofme
his presidency. Sevking 0o al once
<alm the nation and declare his de-
\nrmidsation to exact retribulion, be
1ok & coentry mumbed by repeaisd
scenes of carnage thal “these acts
shattered sbowl, ke thery canna dend
the sceel of American resolve.”

Mr. Hush spoke only hours alfer
relurning  frem @ CIESRE  COurss
Biross Hhe cowntry, s his Secret
Service and mibiEary secursly teams
mawed him from Florida, where ke
woke up this morming expecting in
i for his education bill, o com-
mand pasts in Loulsiana and Nebras:
ka bedore it was determined the at-
tacks had probably ended and he
il safely retarn to the eapiial

M was & sign of the catastrophic

Continued om Poge A4

Foa e T b ark T

AMERICAN TARCETS A Lall of fire exploded ousward alter
the second of two jetliners slammed into the Workd Trade
Certer: less than bwo hemrs later, both ol the 110-slory
tovwers were pane. Hijscker erashiod A thisd airliner e
the Pentagon, seiting off a huge explosion and fire.
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Awaiting the Aftershocks

Washington and Nation Plunge Into Fight
With Enemy Hard ta Identify and Punish

By R.W. AFFLE JIr.

WASHINGTON, Sepl. 11 = To=
day"s devasiating and asionishingly
wellemordinated  mitacks o (he
World Trade Cenler owars in MNow
York mnd on the Peatngon cstside of

‘Wishingron plunged ihe

Mews Dalion inio A warfbe

Analy strupghe sgainad an ene-

i miy chat will B hard 1o
identily with certassy
and hard 10 purnish with precision.

The whole nabon — o a degres (he
whole workd — shook as hjrrird
airliners plenged inte
symbalize the Tmancisl and mumry
might of the Unsted States. The sense
of securdy and sell-conlidence 1hal
Americans [aie as \Beir birheghs

shecks willl b neasly as bhad, as hun-
drisds and poasibly (housnnds of
ple discover that frsends or relatives
died awdlul, fery deaths

Sevdd of clils g diRIrection
evocabive of e pightmare workd of
Hieronymves Dosch, with smeke and
deliris Balging sul the sui, were caf-

ing Franklin 1) Roosevelt's descrip-
tion of the aiack on Pearl Harbor s
ain event “which will bve in nfamy,”
Gurw, Geeorpe 1. Pataki of Now York,
a Republicss, spoke of “an e redi-
bie sulrage” nnd Senator Charkes E
Schumer of New York, a Democral.
ol & damardly atlack "

Bl mere wornds were inasdequaie
viessels (0 comiain the sense of shock
and baidaf Lhal joogpls el

As Washingon sineggied 1o regain

a senaw of equilibrium, wilh war-
planes sl heavily armed belicop-
wers croessing overhead, past sed
preseni national securgy oifscials
earnesly debaled the possibilay of a
Congressional declarstion of war =
it againat proecisely whom, sl in
whial SuBCY CIFCUMSAANCER? War-
ships were manssvering o probec
Mew York and Washingion, The
Morth American Alr Defesse Com:
masd, wiich had seemed 0 many a
relic of the cold war, siaed a pos-
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MORE ON THE ATTACKS

BISCUERS BECOML VeCTMS  Fure
fighters who rushed t the trade cen-

ter were killed FAGE &Y
BEARDH FOR BURVIVORE  Some poo-
Pl tragped in 1he rubbile for Bours
WETE Fescued, FALE &

OFICIALS SUSPICT BEM LADEN

Eavesdropping iniercepis afier the
atiacks were cijed PALGE AR
TERMORSTE CCPLOIT WELHRESS  [=
weAligators had crmiciond precss-
tioes ngminsi hijocking. PAGE AET
CASUALTIES IN WASMINGTON AN ws
lnowm number of people were killed
ai the Pomagon PAGE Ll
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Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon
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AUTOS Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon [E] £ -Mal This Article

&l Printer-Friendly F t
International By SERGE SCHMEMANN e rll.if'l ! fjrma
National Most E -Mailed Articles
- % ijackers rammed jetlinersinto each of New Y ork's World Trade Center towers Reprints
\é\ﬁ%mg"sm yesterday, toppling both in a hellish storm of ash, glass, smoke and leaping victims, Single-Page Farmat i
Technolo while athird jetliner crashed into the Pentagon in Virginia. There was no officia count, but .
Science President Bush said thousands had perished, and in the immediate aftermath the calamity was
Health already being ranked the worst and most audacious terror attack in American history.
Sports
New York Region | The attacks seemed carefully coordinated. The hijacked planes were all en route to California,
Education and therefore gorged with fuel, and their departures were spaced within an hour and 40
Weather minutes. The first, American Airlines Flight 11, a Boeing 767 out of Boston for Los Angeles,
% page | Crashedinto the north tower at 8:48 am. Eighteen minutes later, United Airlines Flight 175,
g ) )

Corrections also headed from Boston to Los Angeles, plowed into the south tower. Then an American
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Airlines Boeing 757, Flight 77, left Washington's Dulles International Airport bound for Los
Angeles, but instead hit the western part of the Pentagon, the military headquarters where
24,000 people work, at 9:40 am. Finally, United Airlines Flight 93, a Boeing 757 flying from
Newark to San Francisco, crashed near Pittsburgh, raising the possibility that its hijackers had
failed in whatever their mission was.

There were indications that the hijackers on at least two of the planes were armed with
knives. Attorney General John Ashcroft told reporters in the evening that the suspects on
Flight 11 were armed that way. And Barbara Olson, atelevision commentator who was
traveling on American Flight 77, managed to reach her husband, Solicitor General Theodore
Olson, by cell phone and to tell him that the hijackers were armed with knives and a box
cutter.

In all, 266 people perished in the four planes and several score more were known dead
elsawhere. Numerous firefighters, police officers and other rescue workers who responded to
theinitial disaster in Lower Manhattan were killed or injured when the buildings collapsed.
Hundreds were treated for cuts, broken bones, burns and smoke inhalation.

* Naka Nathaniel/The New Y ork lI:i mes
Time-lapse images showing the
hijacked airliner colliding with the
south tower of the World Trade
Center shortly after 9 A.M. on
Tuesday.

But the real carnage was concealed for now by the twisted, smoking, ash-choked carcasses of
the twin towers, in which thousands of people used to work on aweekday. The collapse of
the towers caused another World Trade Center building to fall 10 hours later, and several
other buildings in the area were damaged or aflame.

MULTIMEDIA

Slide Show: Destruction of the
World Trade Center

"I have a sense it's a horrendous number of liveslost," said Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani.
"Right now we have to focus on saving as many lives as possible.”

The mayor warned that "the numbers are going to be very, very high."
Slide Show: Scenes of

He added that the medical examiner's office will be ready "to deal with thousands and Devastation

thousands of bodies if they have to."
Slide Show: The Attack on the

For hours after the attacks, rescuers were stymied by other buildings that threatened to topple. | Pentagon
But by 11 p.m., rescuers had been able to begin serious efforts to locate and remove
survivors. Mr. Giuliani said two Port Authority police officers had been pulled from the ruins,

and he said hope existed that more people could be saved.

Slide Show: The World
Reaction

Earlier, police officer volunteers using dogs had found four bodies in the smoldering, stories-
high pile of rubble where the towers had once stood and had taken them to a makeshift
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Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon
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