
 

  

 
Click on headlines and photos to read the full text of all articles. 

The New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/nyregion/9-11im...l?Partner=NYTLearningNetwork&RefId=jWoSmS=EutttnJnue (1 of 2)9/10/2006 8:28:44 AM

Click to 
read the 
full text

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nationchallenged/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12PLAN.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12PLAN.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12ASSE.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/nyregion/12SCEN.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12BUSH.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12ASSE.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/nyregion/12SCEN.html


The New York Times

 

http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/nyregion/9-11im...l?Partner=NYTLearningNetwork&RefId=jWoSmS=EutttnJnue (2 of 2)9/10/2006 8:28:44 AM

http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12ASSE.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12BUSH.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12ASSE.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/nyregion/12RESC.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/nyregion/12SURV.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12INQU.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12AVIA.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/national/12PENT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2001/09/11/nyregion/text/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/12/nyregion/12SCEN.html


Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon

September 12, 2001  
 

International
National
- Columns
Washington
Business
Technology
Science
Health
Sports
New York Region
Education
Weather
Obituaries
NYT Front Page
Corrections

Editorials/Op-Ed
Readers' Opinions

 
 

Arts
Books
Movies
Travel
Dining & Wine
Home & Garden
Fashion & Style
New York Today
Crossword/Games
Cartoons
Magazine
Week in Review
Multimedia/Photos
College
Learning Network

Archive
Classifieds
Book a Trip
Personals
Theater Tickets
Premium Products
NYT Store
NYT Mobile
E-Cards & More
About NYTDigital
Jobs at NYTDigital
Online Media Kit
Our Advertisers

Your Profile
E-Mail 
Preferences
News Tracker
Premium Account
Site Help

 

  Welcome, msaccullo  

 Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon

By SERGE SCHMEMANN 
 

ijackers rammed jetliners into each of New York's World Trade Center towers 
yesterday, toppling both in a hellish storm of ash, glass, smoke and leaping victims, 

while a third jetliner crashed into the Pentagon in Virginia. There was no official count, but 
President Bush said thousands had perished, and in the immediate aftermath the calamity was 
already being ranked the worst and most audacious terror attack in American history. 

The attacks seemed carefully coordinated. The hijacked planes were all en route to California, 
and therefore gorged with fuel, and their departures were spaced within an hour and 40 
minutes. The first, American Airlines Flight 11, a Boeing 767 out of Boston for Los Angeles, 
crashed into the north tower at 8:48 a.m. Eighteen minutes later, United Airlines Flight 175, 
also headed from Boston to Los Angeles, plowed into the south tower. Then an American 
Airlines Boeing 757, Flight 77, left Washington's Dulles International Airport bound for Los 
Angeles, but instead hit the western part of the Pentagon, the military headquarters where 
24,000 people work, at 9:40 a.m. Finally, United Airlines Flight 93, a Boeing 757 flying from 
Newark to San Francisco, crashed near Pittsburgh, raising the possibility that its hijackers had 
failed in whatever their mission was. 

There were indications that the hijackers on at least two of the planes were armed with 
knives. Attorney General John Ashcroft told reporters in the evening that the suspects on 
Flight 11 were armed that way. And Barbara Olson, a television commentator who was 
traveling on American Flight 77, managed to reach her husband, Solicitor General Theodore 
Olson, by cell phone and to tell him that the hijackers were armed with knives and a box 
cutter. 

In all, 266 people perished in the four planes and several score more were known dead 
elsewhere. Numerous firefighters, police officers and other rescue workers who responded to 
the initial disaster in Lower Manhattan were killed or injured when the buildings collapsed. 
Hundreds were treated for cuts, broken bones, burns and smoke inhalation. 

But the real carnage was concealed for now by the twisted, smoking, ash-choked carcasses of 
the twin towers, in which thousands of people used to work on a weekday. The collapse of 
the towers caused another World Trade Center building to fall 10 hours later, and several 
other buildings in the area were damaged or aflame. 

"I have a sense it's a horrendous number of lives lost," said Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani. 
"Right now we have to focus on saving as many lives as possible." 

The mayor warned that "the numbers are going to be very, very high." 

He added that the medical examiner's office will be ready "to deal with thousands and 
thousands of bodies if they have to." 

For hours after the attacks, rescuers were stymied by other buildings that threatened to topple. 
But by 11 p.m., rescuers had been able to begin serious efforts to locate and remove 
survivors. Mr. Giuliani said two Port Authority police officers had been pulled from the ruins, 
and he said hope existed that more people could be saved. 

Earlier, police officer volunteers using dogs had found four bodies in the smoldering, stories-
high pile of rubble where the towers had once stood and had taken them to a makeshift 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Naka Nathaniel/The New York Times
Time-lapse images showing the 
hijacked airliner colliding with the 
south tower of the World Trade 
Center shortly after 9 A.M. on 
Tuesday. 
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morgue in the lobby of an office building at Vesey and West Streets. 

Within an hour of the attacks, the United States was on a war footing. The military was put on 
the highest state of alert, National Guard units were called out in Washington and New York 
and two aircraft carriers were dispatched to New York harbor. President Bush remained aloft 
in Air Force One, following a secretive route and making only brief stopovers at Air Force 
bases in Louisiana and Nebraska before finally setting down in Washington at 7 p.m. His 
wife and daughters were evacuated to a secure, unidentified location. 

The White House, the Pentagon and the Capitol were evacuated, except for the Situation 
Room in the White House where Vice President Cheney remained in charge, giving the eerie 
impression of a national capital virtually stripped of its key institutions. 

Continued 
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